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Minister’s Message  October / November 
 

The heavens are telling the glory of God;  

and the firmament proclaims God’s handiwork.  (Psalm 19:1) 
 

Spring is just a few weeks old and already we have had some glorious days, under a warming sun with clear 

blue skies, but just enough of a chill in the air to enliven us. On days like that, we can feel God’s breath of life 

flowing through the world. Is that what our Psalmist is describing? 
 

The language of the opening verse of Psalm 19 is rich: the word “heavens” conjures up a feeling of the 

magnificent dwelling of God and “firmament” has a mysterious ring. In modern speech, however, “heavens” 

would better be translated as “sky” and “firmament” as “dome.” The ancient Hebrew conception of the 

universe was that of a layer cake, with earth as a (thick) layer with the waters below, and the sky like a dome 

above, with more waters above that. In more contemporary language the opening verse might read: “The sky 

announces how magnificent God is/ it proclaims God’s manufacturing capability.”   
 

What do you think of when you hear the word “sky?” Science tells us it is layers of gas close to the planet, 

followed by the vacuum of space, with stars and other astronomical objects scattered even further away. Our 

senses experience it more like the ancient Hebrews: a blue curtain in the day, a blanket of blackness at night 

with twinkling stars. This perception portrays sky as a passive thing, pointing to God in much the same way 

as a light, small laptop window points to a sophisticated manufacturer and a discerning owner. 
 

The Psalm is saying something else. In a theatre play, a backdrop does not speak. That is the role of the 

characters on the stage. In our psalm, the sky speaks. It yells out praise of God. It is an active character, not a 

passive background. As verse 2 says,  
 

Dawn to dusk pours forth speech, 

and dusk to dawn declares awareness of God. 

What is more, it does not do this in a human way of words and sound (verse 3-4).  
 

How then does the sky praise God? Later on, the Psalm talks of the Torah of God, what we call the “Law.” 

Traditional Christian theology portrays the Law in a negative light. It is interpreted as a set of rules that must 

be followed and a burden to people. However, that is not the way the people in Ancient Israel (or modern 

Jews) think of the Torah. The Torah is a gift from God, a sign of a close relationship with God. It is much 

more than rules, but the rules in it show how to praise God in everything that is done. They are not “rules” as 

we think of them, but opportunities and indications of how to worship in daily life. Following the Torah turns 

a person’s whole life into an act of worship of God, a continual living-in-praise. 
 

This is what the psalmist says that sky is doing, day and night. The 

heavens are just doing their thing: sun travelling across, stars twinkling, 

just doing their daily activities, nothing special. Yet this is a continual act 

of praise and joy. 
 

In this way, sky becomes an example for us and our worship of God. Sky 

asks us the question: How do we turn our lives into continual acts of 

praise and joy? Not just when we do the special things: like coming to 

church, or helping a neighbour, or standing up for justice, but in 

everything we do: riding the bus, doing the washing, sitting in front of tv, 

shopping, … all those routine tasks of life. 
 

The sky is not always pure blue curtain in the day, or a star-studded 

canopy at night. There are clouds. There are storms. Sometimes, our life also contains unpleasant experiences. 

And not just major challenges like illness, death or grief. Our list of routine, daily tasks can contain items that 

are awkward or unpleasant. In this time of pandemic, every day we can experience small things that remind 

us of the pervasiveness of the disease or generate anxiety (checking in or wearing a mask).  
 

The Psalmist assures us that sky continually praises God. How do we continue to praise God not only in the 

pleasant times in our life, but also from the awkward places or anxious times? 

Rev Dr Peter Trudinger  
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October / November Services 
(Sunday Services at 10.30am) 

 
 

October 3 

 

 

Holy Communion 

PENTECOST 16 

Daylight Savings begins 

 

 

Job 1:1; 2:1-10; Psalm 26;  

Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12; Mark 10:2-16. 

 

 

October 10 

 

 

Stewardship Sunday 

PENTECOST 17 

 

 

Job 23:1-9; 16-17; Psalm 22:1-15;  

Hebrews 4:12-16; Mark 10:17-31. 

 
 

October 17 

 

 

PENTECOST 18 
 

Job 38:1-7, (34-41); Psalm 104: 1-9: 24, 35c;  

Hebrews 5:1-10; Mark 10:35-45. 

 
 

October 24 

 

 

PENTECOST 19 
 

Job 42:1-6, 10-17; Psalm 34:1-8, (19-22);  

Hebrews 7:23-28; Mark 10:46-52. 

 
 

October 31 

 

 

PENTECOST 20 

Preacher: Rev Jill Lienert 

 

 

Ruth 1:1-18; Psalm 146;  

Hebrews 9:11-14; Mark 12:28-34 

All Saints Day (November 1): Isaiah 25:6-9; Psalm 24;  

Revelation 21:1-6a; John 11:32-44 

 
 

November 7 

 

 

Holy Communion 

PENTECOST 21 

 

 

Ruth 3:1-5, 4:13-17; Psalm 127;  

Hebrews 9:24-28; Mark 12:28-34 

 
 

November 14 

 

 

PENTECOST 22 
 

1 Samuel 1:4-20; 2:1-10; Psalm 16;  

Hebrews 10:11-14, (15-18), 19-25; Mark 13:1-8 

 
 

November 21 

 

 

Reign of Christ Sunday 

Preacher: Rev Jill Lienert 

 

 

2 Samuel 23:1-7; Psalm 132:1-12, (13-18);  

Revelation 1:4b-8; John 18:33-37 

 
 

November 28 

 

 

Holy Communion 

ADVENT 1 

 

Jeremiah 33:14-16; Psalm 25:1-10;  

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13; Luke 21:25-36 

 
 

 

A New Stewardship Year November 2021 – October 2022 
Throughout this year of the continuing Covid crisis, the members of the Scots Church Adelaide have 

continued to show loyalty and generosity in their giving to support the worship, service and outreach of 

the congregation. 

The current Stewardship Year is drawing to a close.  The first Sunday of the 2021-22 Stewardship Year 

is November 7th. Stewardship Sunday this year will be held on October 10th. Stewardship letters will be 

distributed to all members attending worship on that day and posted to those unable to attend.  The Church 

Council is asking all members of the congregation to prayerfully consider their contribution for the 

forthcoming Stewardship Year. They are asked to fill in the form they receive in order to indicate what 

contribution they intend to make over 2021-22 and how they intend to give it.  Members can pledge 

regularly through e-give, or by using the system of weekly envelopes that are provided.  Another option 

is to make an annual pledge in one or more months.  Others may prefer to give through the “open plate” 

by putting money in the offering on the Sundays they attend.  Some may choose more than one method 

of giving.  Those opting for envelope giving will receive a new set of envelopes by Sunday October 31st. 
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Members are asked to complete the Stewardship Form they receive and return it to the Recorder by putting 

it in the Sunday offering collection or the Recorder’s Box on the table at the back of the church.  

Alternatively, it can be posted to Scots Church Adelaide, 237 North Terrace Adelaide 5000, or scanned 

and emailed to admin@scotschurch.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr Margaret Secombe 
 

Covid Vaccination 
At the August meeting of the Pastoral Care Committee, it 
was decided to canvas congregational members to get an 
idea of the number of people who have been vaccinated 
against Covid-19.  
 

Over the past two Sundays, I have asked members if they 
were willing to disclose their vaccination status and I am 
proud to report that not one person refused to answer. In 
fact, many people answered me before I could say they had 
a right to refuse!  
 

My findings to date are:  

 of the 25 people who are eligible for vaccination, all have had their first dose. 

 65% of those had already received both doses.  

 of the other 35%, all were able to assure me that they already had an appointment for their second 
dose.  

  

These are re-assuring figures, which will assist in decision-making for those arranging events in 
McGregor Hall, for example, morning tea following worship and lunches following congregational 
meetings.  
 

Many thanks to all who participated. 

Evelina Bruhn 

Induction service for Rev Jill Lienert 
Sunday September 5 saw the culmination of Scots year long search for a Community Connections and 

Development (CCD) Minister. Rev Jill Lienert, who responded to the Congregational Profile which had 

been developed over 2020, has actually been with us as a supply minister in the CCD role since the end 

of January. The process of appointment involving Scots Church 

Council and Congregation, Wimala Presbytery Pastoral Care 

Committee and the Synod Placements Committee, was finally 

concluded in July and Jill was formally appointed to a 0.6 

position as Community Connections and Development 

Minister at Scots from the first of August. She was inducted by 

the Chair of Wimala Presbytery, Pastor Trevor Phillips from 

Moonta, at a Sunday worship service in which Rev Dr Peter 

Trudinger, the Minister in Placement at Scots, preached and led 

the Communion Service that very appropriately followed. 

 

Key Stewardship Dates for 2021-22 

Stewardship Sunday     Sunday October 10th  

Date for Return of all Stewardship Forms  Sunday October 24th  

New Stewardship Year    Sunday November 7th  

 

Photograph by Gavin Kerslake 
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At the beginning of the service, the two Scots Ministers and the Chair of Wimala Presbytery assembled 

at the back of the Church in the red stoles worn to mark a Minister’s induction in the Uniting Church. The 

liturgist for the day, carrying the Bible, led the procession to the front of the Church, where the service 

began with the lighting of the candle, the Call to Worship and the Opening Prayer and Hymn. As it was 

the first Sunday in the Season of Creation, the Bible Reading was from Genesis chapter one, describing 

God’s creation of light, earth and ocean, as well as the birds, fish and animals inhabiting these. Read in 

Peter Trudinger’s own translation, the account emphasized the delight and pleasure God took in these acts 

of creation. Peter’s sermon started with this idea of God as Creator, which was very different from the 

Creation stories of Babylon and Assyria where acts of violence and destruction were involved. Rather the 

God of the Genesis story seems to be like a midwife bringing to life new creatures in co-operation with 

the forms of the universe already brought into existence. God delighted in the very different creatures he 

brought into being, all of them good and none intended to dominate the others. God’s principle of 

partnership in creation extends to our congregational life and how the 

ministers and members of the congregation work together, delighting in 

the differences God has created among our members. 

At Jill’s request, the Prayers for the People that followed took the form 

of the congregation joining in the singing of the hymn, Beauty for 

brokenness (TiS690). Pastor Trevor Phillips led the induction part of the 

service, first inviting the congregation to join the ministers in reciting the 

Nicene Creed which sets out the basis of the Christian faith. He then led 

Jill through a personal re-affirmation of her beliefs and a renewal of her 

ordination vows. At this point, Peter welcomed Jill into ministry in the 

Scots Congregation and they rubbed elbows, as the Covid safe way of 

greeting one another. Trevor addressed them both, reminding them of the 

importance of working together in their sharing of ministerial duties. The 

members of the congregation were also reminded of their responsibility 

to welcome and support Jill in her work at Scots. In response, Jill said that since she had already had the 

opportunity to get to know the congregation, all she wanted to say was thank you. The induction part of 

the service ended with another of Jill’s favourite hymns, Community of Christ, who make the cross your 

own (TiS 473). 

The Minister and the liturgist then proceeded with the Communion Service, in the manner followed at 

Scots Church, with servers distributing the elements to those in the pews and the congregation partaking, 

first of the bread and then of the wine, together. The final hymn was Touch the earth lightly, Use the earth 

gently (TiS ), and it was Scots newly inducted CCD Minister who gave the congregation the final blessing. 

Afterwards, the members of the congregation, together with Jill’s family, celebrated her ordination at 

morning tea in McGregor Hall. 

Dr Margaret Secombe 

 

 

State Mission Fellowship 
The State Mission Fellowship (SMF) meeting at Scots Church on Tuesday 

24th August 2021 was a memorable one. Since the 1980s this monthly 

gathering has been held at Maughan Church or Scots Church - and this was 

the last! 

Dwindling numbers participating and the difficulty in finding people to attend to all the planning details, 

together with the disruption of Covid-19 and the changes in organisation of groups in local congregations, led 

to the decision to close. In the SMF Newsletter we read, “We know that SMF has been a special monthly event 

over decades and so we give thanks to God for the meaning and joy, the fellowship, the love and the learning 

that has been a hallmark of our meetings.” 

Photograph by Gavin Kerslake 
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This gathering was a special service of closure. Following 

devotions presented by Mr BRONTE WILSON, the SA Uniting 

Church Moderator, three people shared reminiscences, Mrs JOY 

DUNNING recalled the early days of the Uniting Church when we 

had six formal organisations relating to outreach, mostly women's 

groups, from the three denominations that united. State Mission 

Fellowship was developed as a way to draw people together and 

share the news and challenges of the wider work of the church 

nationally and internationally. She recalled instances such as the 

$2000 raised for a bus for the PNG training college at Rabaul. 

Fellowship past President Mrs LESLEY WILLIAMS recalled a 

wide range of activities and changes over the years and the Rev 

BRIAN BALL spoke about the support he had received from SMF 

when he was in Thailand, the outstanding leadership of some of 

the office-bearers and his enjoyment of the fellowship of the 

meetings in recent times. 

The meeting was then opened to anyone who wished to contribute 

and a number of people added their personal memories. Advocacy 

for and support of Indigenous activities received a special 

mention. The format of the gatherings, with morning tea from 

10.00am, the formal service of worship and keynote speakers and 

other news from 10.30 until 12 noon and then a shared luncheon 

was appreciated. 

Dr DEIDRE PALMER spoke on behalf of the national Assembly, 

giving thanks for the support of UnitingWorld and Frontier 

Services and the global partnership for social justice of which 

SMF was a part. As those who attended took the up-to-date news 

and challenges of the wider church back to their own 

congregations, SMF kept the church in South Australia well 

informed. 

The Rev NORAH NORRIS led a very comprehensive prayer of 

thanksgiving for many aspects of SMF and the Rev BRIAN 

POLKINGHORNE led prayers of intercession, appropriate hymns 

were sung during the morning, the Rev SUE ELLIS closed with 

the blessing and luncheon followed. The morning marked the 

closure of State Mission Fellowship in a significant way. 

Without State Mission Fellowship, Uniting Church Fellowship 

and Mission Support (UCFAMS) will continue to support local, 

national and international outreach activities in other ways. 

 

Rev Norah Norris 

 

It’s Always Time to Talk 
Preparation for our ‘It’s always time to talk’ Day began back in May when I 

first met with Rev. Paul Goh to discuss the Suicide Awareness Campaign for 

the Uniting Church of South Australia and how this would link with our own 

modified program for 2021.  

 

After that meeting, time started to slip away from us very quickly. Peter 

represented Scots on the Synod Campaign Committee which this year 

Ever gracious God, 

When we are alone and feel no-one 

beside us, 

Reveal to us that you know us by name,  

And consider us your family. 

 

When we are uncertain of what to do,  

Reveal to us your ways 

So that we may know your wiser path. 

 

When we ache for identity, as one of 

many,  

Reveal to us your favour 

So that we understand more of 

ourselves. 

 

When we are over-burdened, 

Reveal to us your cleft in the solid stable 

rock,  

So that we are held firmly and protected. 

 

Gracious God 

you cover us with your kindness,  

Let us roll gently into the cleft of rest,  

As you pass before us, 

So that refreshed in the moment,  

we follow your light before us  

on the path that we must tread. 

 

Remind us, and whisper to us, 

My presence will go with you,  

and I will give you rest." 

Amen, Amen, Amen 

Rev Anne Hewitt 
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determined to make some subtle change to the title, subtitle and design, whilst my focus has been solely 

on our Program.  

 

Since January, I have formed many contacts in my role and built on contacts that Liam made; these include 

students, university contacts as well as city dwellers, workers and project managers. We had all been 

talking about projects we might get engaged in together when I raised the idea that we could all work 

together on our ‘It’s always time to talk’ program. The Scots’ Suicide Awareness Campaign which has 

run for the past 10 years in various forms, is well known throughout these circles and we were all 

enthusiastic to put our energies into it.  

 

We planned the day in one meeting in July and then a series of group emails and singular meetings to 

discuss specific details. The ‘team’ included staff from City of Adelaide, Study Adelaide, University of 

Adelaide College, Young Christian Workers (YCW), BATYR and Scots Church Adelaide. We then used 

our extensive contacts to both organise, involve others, and advertise the event. I think this was one of the 

successes of this year’s program. If the day had not been a success, the gathering of like-minded people 

working together collaboratively most certainly meant that we now know each other much better and have 

identified ways we might work together on other projects into 

the future. I have talked a lot in my reports to Church Council 

about the long task of relationship building and this project, if 

nothing else, did that with these organisations/individuals.  

 

Early in September, we placed this sign (left) on our Pulteney 

Street board along with the required yellow ribbons. The 

number of ribbons, tied there in memory of people who have 

died from suicide or who have been affected by suicide, has 

continued to grow. This will remain in place throughout 

September.  

 

On September 3rd staff and students from University of 

Adelaide College along with staff and volunteers from YCW 

and Scots packed two hundred gift bags with goodies donated 

or organised through our team. Items included: herbal tea bags, coasters and RUOK kit kat chocolates to 

encourage conversation; a brochure to give tips on how to start and extend conversations about mental 

health and suicide; fridge magnets with mental health prompts; positive mental health tools such as 

journal, pen, drink bottle and/or stress ball; a variety of brochures and cards 

that advertised the role of agencies whose role it is to support mental health 

conversations as well as advertising for mental health month (October) 

activities that people might pursue. Packing the bags took us about 4 hours 

with 3 staff and 7 volunteers – it was a lot of fun and bonded this group before 

the day.  

Each bag was sealed with a sticker that said: And one for a friend. This was to encourage people to not 

only think about their own mental health but also about the health of those around them (or themselves in 

the guise of a friend). Between 10.00am and 2.30pm on the actual day we handed out 200 gift bags. 

 

Luke, Adelaide University College Techie, created a virtual version of the gift bags to be accessed by 

students on their phones. This enabled us not only to care for students who attended the day but also those 

who are studying at University of Adelaide off-campus (mostly overseas). This is available on the 

University of Adelaide College website and the YCW website. It has also been shared with students 

through other forums.  
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Thursday, September 9th was RUOK day this year; 

this is the day we chose for our event. September 

10th is World Suicide Prevention Day and by using 

the Thursday we could have a mix of Suicide 

Awareness material and Mental Health information.  
 

The day began at 6am when City of Adelaide 

Horticulture Department arrived with a variety of 

potted plants to create a unique tranquil space 

outside the Church door. What do you think?  
 

The day was very kind to us; sunshine and a breeze. 

Then came all the preparation of activities, seating 

areas, gazebos, and stalls.  
 

The program ran like this: 

10am open 

10am: Music making for mental health 

11am: Music presentations (via Zoom and live) 

12noon: Tai Chi 

1pm: Piano duet 

2pm: John Maguire from Beyond Blue who 

spoke on how to open a conversation about 

mental health and the subtle differences 

between Depression and Anxiety.  

3pm: close and clean up 

 

The Op Shop started a $2 sale on this day, and we had 

a hanger of clothes outside to advertise this. In a gazebo 

we had people to chat to, information for people to 

collect, gift bags and plants to give away or purchase 

for a small donation. We had already decided that the 

proceeds of these donations would go towards Red 

Cross Afghanistan Crisis Appeal. All 60 plants went by 

the end of the day and we received many donations.  
 

Floor decals were used to highlight mental health prompts such as pray, dream, hug, and play. In the foyer 

we had information and advertising opportunities for Black Dog institute and MOSH (Minimisation of 

Suicide Harm, Australia). In McGregor Hall, Adelaide University College had set up a music therapy 

corner, a virtual connection to students, as well as a variety of mindfulness pursuits that encouraged people 

to calm down by drawing, colouring, painting and/or by using play dough.  
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Information cards explained the brain 

health benefits of each activity including 

the calming effect of pets which 

corresponded with Student Counsellor, 

Ting Ting, bringing in her Companion dog 

Ruby. A Gratitude wall was established in 

the foyer to get people thinking about the 

things they are thankful for during 

COVID, a time that we have come to think 

of mostly in negative terms.  

 

The day ended at 3pm. By this time all the 

volunteers had learned how to approach 

strangers and offer them a Mental Health 

gift bag, engaged in many conversations 

with people they had never met before and 

learned firsthand ways in which to calm 

themselves when feeling a little stressed or 

worried.  

 

This photo (left) shows most of the University of Adelaide College volunteers, YCW and Scots staff 

accompanied by Beyond Blue speaker, John (front, second from right).  
 

The one glitch of the day was that the Wiritu Yarlu support 

group were, at the last minute, unable to attend.  
 

A thank you lunch for volunteers and team will be held on 

Thursday 23rd September here at Scots. This will also be an 

opportunity to discuss what worked and what we thought we 

might do differently into the future.  

 

My sincere thanks to Margaret who was on her feet all day 

both the 3rd and the 9th engaging in conversation, filling gift 

bags, ensuring that volunteers had refreshments and that we 

were all cared for. Thanks also to our amazing Office staff, 

Madeleine, Deb and Ella – this day could not have happened 

without your enthusiasm, encouragement and kindly offers of 

help above and beyond your regular roles. Thanks also to Peter 

for being prepared to be front-of-house all day greeting people 

and encouraging them into the activities available. Thanks also 

to the many members of the congregation who offered care, 

support and encouragement in the lead up to this event. A 

special thanks to our Op Shop volunteers, who kept the Op 

Shop going all day and didn’t leave until 4pm because of the 

number of visitors still around; an awesome commitment 
 

A full report about the day will be made to the Church Council before being available to all members of 

the congregation to view at their leisure.  

 

Jill Lienert 

Community Connections & Development Minister 

 

 

Ruby, the companion dog, with students 

and Ting Ting. 
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Jill and Leanne at the end of the day 

when exhaustion was but seconds away! 

Our Tai Chi master, Harley with a lunch time group. 

It was great to have Rev. Paul Goh, from 

SA Synod drop in and enjoy our event. 

Rev Dr Peter Trudinger. 
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Helping to Reunite Afghan Refugees 
Damsa* fled Afghanistan and with the help of the Australian Refugee Association (ARA), she joined her 

husband in Adelaide in 2019. In doing so, she had to leave her mother Aaisha* behind in Pakistan where 

the Taliban still has a stronghold. 

Since then ARA has helped Damsa’s continuing efforts to get a humanitarian visa for Aaisha. The process 

is complex, expensive and emotionally taxing. ARA has been inundated with distraught people like 

Damsa desperate to help their loved ones to safety in Australia. 

If you feel helpless at the situation in Afghanistan, you can do something practical and life-changing to 

help local Afghans get their loved ones to safety. You can donate to Afghan Azizan, a special program 

offering free and subsidised migration assistance for local Afghans. 

“Azizan” means “loved ones”. Afghan communities in Australia are terrified for their loved ones in 

Afghanistan and third countries. Many who are sponsoring their family members have had visa 

applications underway for over 7 years now. 

Their only hope is a visa. But the migration visa system is prohibitively expensive and almost impossible 

to navigate without legal assistance. 

Afghan Azizan will concentrate on where we can make a practical and immediate difference: supporting 

offshore humanitarian applications for those like Aaisha who have fled Afghanistan but still face danger 

in third countries. 

With your help, ARA can offer pro-bono legal assistance to those desperately trying to bring their loved 

ones to safety. 

Your gift to Afghan Azizan can help ARA’s in-house Migration Team to: 

• run free information workshops for concerned local Afghan communities 
• waive or subsidise fees for migration consultations, and 
• waive or subsidise visa application lodgement fees. 
 
$50 can help fund a free migration consultation for a concession card holder 
$120 can help fund the translation of supporting documents for visa applications 
$300 funds a 2 hour migration workshop for Afghan community members 
$500 can help fund a contract to lodge a visa application 

 

To donate, please visit www.australianrefugee.org/afghanazizan/ 
 
*names have been changed to protect people’s identities 
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The State Mission Fellowship gatherings may have finished, but Uniting Church Fellowship and Mission 

Support (UCFAMS) are continuing their local, national, and international fundraising and support. 

This includes a new series of Christmas cards, with funds raised donated towards their mission work. 

The UCFAMS Christmas cards will be available to purchase at Scots During October and November with 

seven striking designs as seen below.  

 

The cards are sold in packs of 10 (all of the same design) for $10. 

Please speak to Penny Horn on Sunday mornings or call the Scots Church office if you would 

like to place an order. 
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Face – to – Face 
Everybody has more than one story! Could you share one? After 
Church on Sundays, and as I have been able to meet members of the 
congregation informally, I have been amazed at the wealth of life 
experience in our midst. It got me thinking about the times that I attend 
funerals where we spend most of the refreshment time exclaiming: “I 
never knew he/she did that!” or worse “I wish I had known about that”.  
This got me thinking about Human Libraries.  

The Human Library is an international organization and movement that 
first started in Copenhagen, Denmark, in 2000. It aims to address 
people's prejudices by helping them to talk to those they would not 
normally meet. The organisation uses a library analogy of lending people rather than books. The 
organization encourages other organisations to register their participation with them and to operate for 
non-commercial purposes.  

In 2018-19, the City of Adelaide Library registered and trialled this program at the Library. With the onset 
of COVID, this was abandoned.  

The idea has a great deal of merit not just in breaking down prejudice and stereotypes, but also in allowing 
for connection and hope as well as the joy, meaning and biographical nature of storytelling. This is how 
it works: 

People prepare a 10-20 minute talk about an aspect of their lives and give their ‘book’ a title which would 
encourage others to hear this book. Titles are, like all books, unlimited, but might include: ‘The love of 
my life’, ‘Living with an acquired disability’, ‘Seeking to be Australian’, ‘Being an only child’, ‘Adelaide 
during the war years, a personal perspective’, ‘Words I would tell my younger self’, ‘Living with a disability, 
‘What I do in retirement’ ‘Seeking citizenship’,  ‘Why I had to get married 7 times before I worked it out’, 
‘My best friend’, ‘Being a woman in a male-orientated role’ (visa-versa), ‘Going deaf’, ‘Life in a nursing 
home’, ‘Working overseas’, ‘Living in the outback’, ‘My faith’, ‘Living off country as a First Nations person’, 
‘Being a refugee’, ‘My most scary experience’, ‘My musical preference’, ‘Why I love to garden’ …. The 
options are only limited by people’s willingness to share their story.  

The list of ‘book titles’ is advertised along with the rules of the program which include ‘no interrupting 
during the story’ and the kinds of questions it is okay to ask at the end.  

The program is coordinated so that one person registers to listen to one book at a time.  

I’m hoping you might be beginning to see why this project has huge potential for us. It may even end up 
that we do these as podcasts rather than face-to-face (then I’d have to find another name for it). I am 
currently liaising with the library to see whether we might do this at their venue as well as here. But first 
I need to know I have your enthusiasm and input.  

So, on with the thinking cap, out with the pen, tell a real-life story and come up with a title (or be prepared 
to have me do that for you). Your story! Oh, by the way, it does have to be true.  

Please cut off this piece of paper below, complete it and return to my pigeon.  

Rev Jill Lienert 

My name is: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

I would be happy to share a story about:  

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

My best contact details and time to call are: 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

Please return this slip to the Church Office/Jill’s pigeon hole. 


